The most elementary questions in medicine are often the least known, and although it might seem unnecessary to pay much attention to matters of apparently so little interest, and which swarm about the practitioner, yet you should remember that Stoll wrote a chapter, entitled "De quibusdam magni momenti minutiis," and accustom yourselves to neglect nothing.
pies about two or three months. There is then an interval of six to ten months; and at the age of three years, when it has brought out its last group, the process of dentition is over.
I have not spoken of groups undesignedly; for you will see that, in connection with weaning, it requires attention. An important fact is that, after the appearance of each group, the child has a short period of repose; and this is the propitious occasion for weaning. Generally no regard is paid to this ; infants are weaned indiscriminately, when they have two, seven, nine, eleven, or fourteen teeth. But you most observe closely; otherwise you will lose your little patients by that terrible affection of the bowels, cholera infantum.
You will, doubtless, be often consulted about the time for weaning; never decide until you have closely examined the circumstances of dentition, and do not authorize the mother to wean her child until it has six, twelve, or sixteen teeth. In the best practice, weaning should never begin in the interval after the evolution of the first group ; the subject is too young, and is usually only eight months old. And it is only with very great caution, that you should begin after the third group?if strongly desired by the parents you may consent; for there is a space of a month or six weeks of repose before the coming out of the fourth group; but be careful to remember that the child has only six teeth, that it is only a year old, and that foreign nourishment will not always answer your expectation.
The most favorable time for weaning is, undoubtedly, the interval which separates the fourth from the group ; at that epoch, the child is supplied with twelve teeth, eight incisors and four molars, and has before it a sufficiently long period for repose, about two months, during which there is nothing to apprehend from the bowels; thus when the cuspids begin to appear, (and the evolution of this group is the most dangerous,) it is habituated to its new diet, and prepared for the crisis which awaits it.
Wait, then, for the fourth group before weaning. 
